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create something
that speaks to
self-love for all
Africans

Braided
beauty

Top pair: Kwena
Baloyi modelled
her tasselled
braids on the style
of a Himba woman
of Namibia, right.
Bottom pair:
Baloyi channels
the creative braids
made sensational
by US hair artist
Shani Crowe, right.

viral.

beauty”.

hair trends.

As a young black
girl I feel strongly
about our past
legends

=»  behind many of the hairstyles
inspired by the past.

“I get inspiration from my
surroundings and stories the older
generations tell about their times and
experiences,” she said.

“The client gives me an idea and I add
my signature to the style.”

Some of the more intricate designs
take up to 12 hours to create.

International stars such as Beyoncé
also acknowledge inspiration from Africa.

The US superstar’s striking hairdo on
Lemonade imitates the style of the
Mangbetu women of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Mangbetu women wrap their babies’
heads tightly in cloth to develop an
elongated shape, which denotes a person
of high status in the community.

In the US it was Marcus Garvey who
urged followers to embrace their natural
hair in the 1920s.

Slavery ended in 1865 but “good” hair
— hair that emulated white styles —
became a prerequisite for entering certain
schools, churches, social groups and
business networks.

Last year US artist Shani Crowe almost
crashed the internet when Braids, her
spectacular photographic portrait series
interpreting African braiding styles, went

For her, braids “shed the need to
conform to European standards of

Crowe follows in the footsteps of
photographer JD *Okhai Ojeikere, who
documented about 1 000 Nigerian hairdos
to preserve the history of West African

And now young stylistas are doing
their bit to preserve the traditions.
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Hair pioneer

Superstar Miriam Makeba was inspired by the
hairstyles of Fulani women after she and her
husband, activist Stokely Carmichael, quit the US

and moved to Guinea in the 1970s

he promise of helicopter rides
swooping down over
Pyongyang, scuba-diving trips
off North Korea’s east coast
and boozing with the locals at
a beer festival in the world’s
most secretive country is an
instant lure to thrill-seeking travellers.

But since the death of American student
Otto Warmbier, 22, after returning from a
North Korean prison in a coma, his travel
company Young Pioneer Tours has faced
accusations that it was too casual about the
risks of travelling to such a ruthless regime.

Founded in 2008 by Briton Gareth
Johnson in the central Chinese city of Xi'an,
the company has built a reputation for fun-
packed adventure tours at competitive
prices, with most TripAdvisor reviews
offering glowing tributes to the
professionalism of its “once-in-a-lifetime”
tours.

However, since Warmbier’s death, some
former travellers have alleged that these
tours have a hard-partying culture and
cavalier attitude while sightseeing in a
hermit kingdom governed by draconian
rules and unpredictable authorities.

Writing in the Guardian, ex-customer
Alex Hoban said Warmbier’s tragedy had
given him a “reality check” about his own
lucky escape after falling for the sales pitch
of “budget trips to destinations your mother
would rather you stayed away from” .

He said: “Young Pioneer Tours has
developed a reputation for gung-ho and
unruly alcohol-fuelled youths, propagating
an unreal idea of North Korea where safety is
an afterthought.”

Warmbier was reportedly up drinking
until 5am on the night of his so-called
“crime”, added Hoban, referring to the
student’s alleged stealing of a propaganda
poster, for which he was later arrested and

POSTER THEFT Otto Warmbier at his
trial in Pyongyang last year. Picture: Guo Yina

sentenced to 15 years’ hard labour.

Mischievous antics during Hoban’s
own tour in hindsight could have
escalated badly, he suggested.

The tour company is associated with
another cautionary tale of a tourist who
performed a handstand outside the most
politically sensitive mausoleum where
two generations of the Kim family are
buried. Adam Pitt, 33, a Brit who travelled
with the tour company to North Korea in
2013, accused the company in an
interview with US website
ConsumerAffairs of putting tourists at risk
by encouraging drunken behaviour in a
country that can be hostile to foreigners.

Pitt claimed tour leader Gareth
Johnson was often “blind drunk”, and was
“absolutely clueless” during a tense
confrontation with border guards on the
journey home to China. Pitt told the
Telegraph that Western tour groups

should rethink their business model.

“What if, instead of sending inebriated
youngsters as our ambassadors, we sent
people who genuinely wanted to make a
difference?” he said. “People whose
examples and conduct were a testament to
the way of life we would like to invite the
citizens of North Korea to enjoy.”

Troy Collings, a partner at Young Pioneer
Tours, denied Pitt’s claims and said Johnson,
currently in rural China with little internet
access, also rejected the allegations against
him: “Pitt’s account of that particular tour is
nothing like that of other tour members.”

Collings stressed that the company, the
largest Western tour group operating in
North Korea by tourist numbers, always
acted responsibly. “We know well what is
acceptable...and we inform people clearly
of the boundaries they should not cross,” he
said. “When someone dies in tragic
circumstances it always seems that more

should have been done, but our track record
is one of the best in the industry.”

But Warmbier’s tragedy has cast an
uncomfortable spotlight on the ethics of
tourism to the dictatorial regime that is not
only in a tense stand-off with the US over its
nuclear weapons programme, but which is
known to horrifically abuse its own people.

While China provides the biggest number
of tourists, an estimated 5 000 non-Chinese
visit North Korea every year on carefully
monitored tour packages that critics say help
fund the regime.

“I feel very uncomfortable with how they
gloss over the humanitarian and human
rights situation basically to maintain their
access,” said Michael Glendinning, director
of the European Alliance for Human Rights in
North Korea. “There needs to be greater
transparency about where the cash is going
once it’s inside North Korea.” — © The Daily
Telegraph, London



